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ELECTRIC BASS
Arranged by ROLLO DILWORTH
Slow and dramatic, quasi marcato (< = ca. 70)
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Joshua

CONGA DRUMS Traditional Spiritual
Arranged by ROLLO DILWORTH

Slow and dramatic, quasi marcato (.i =ca. 70)
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PERFORMANCE NOTES

Joshua is a contemporary setting of the traditional spiritual “Joshua Fit the
Battle of Jericho.” This well-known spiritual chronicles Joshua’s triumph in
the face of adversity. As African-American slaves composed and sang this
spiritual, they found resonance with the story of Joshua. The slaves reaffirmed
their faith in God, believing that they too would gain physical, emotional and
spiritual victory over the evils of slavery, racism and injustice.

This particular arrangement begins with a slow, unaccompanied statement of the
refrain. After the introduction, a layered thematic idea is presented with a piano
accompaniment that features a descending bass line (symbolizing the fall of
Jericho’s walls). As the story of Joshua unfolds, the listener will hear text
painting of the “walls tumbling down” as well as the point at which the “trumpets
sound.” In the “special chorus” section, the arrangement is characterized by
lower voices singing about the falling of Jericho’s walls while the upper voices
rally in support of Joshua. This layering effect depicts Joshua’s display of
persistence, courage and dominance. The arrangement ends with unaccom-
panied voices dramatizing the ultimate fall of Jericho’s walls.
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